LALIT Calls for Immediate Action against Torturers

Following the publication in detail in Star of 7th and 14th July, i.e. yesterday, of the Statement made by political leader of the Hizbullah, Cehl Meeah, who is being held in police custody on remand. His statement, made to the police officers Monvoisin and Lebon, reveals in detail for the first time, the torture Cehl Meeah suffered at the hands of police officers at the time of his arrest in December, 2000. In this context, after discussions in the party, LALIT wishes to make the following formal declaration:

1. The statement made by Cehl Meeah is very detailed and it, sadly, rings true. There is a clear indication that he has been tortured.

2. The statement also reveals some of the very same methods outlined by other reliable witnesses who have suffered police brutality and torture themselves. Some of these witnesses have recounted the torture to the Press, and others to Lalit members and other people present at the Conference on Human Rights Violations by Police Officers held at the University of Mauritius on the occasion of Human Rights Day, 10th December, 2001. These methods involve nearly suffocating people in thick cagoule, involve hitting on the head and on the soles of the feet, involve kicking, involve death threats. Torture is a “method” used by groups of police officers in Mauritius. This cannot go on with impunity.

3. The statement by Cehl Meeah reveals in detail the pathological use of sick torture methods, including electric shocks and putting creatures, like a snake, on the victim’s genitals. This kind of practice is a criminal offense equal to or worse than what Cehl Meeah is accused of.

4. The physical violence that Cehl Meeah describes could easily have caused death, thus making the officers concerned stand accused of a crime equally heinous or more heinous than what they are accusing their prisoner of.

5. The statement by Cehl Meeah reveals very sick and dangerous men who attack their victim’s faith and his religious practice, going so far as to force the prisoner in their custody to drink what seems to be urine during the Ramadan fast.

6. The statement shows that the police officers’ aim in torturing Cehl Meeah was to make him declare something that they had in their minds, i.e. that he had given instructions to kill, saying “Faire Bismillah, alle touye zotte!”. In Lalit, we remind the public that confessions extracted by torture are not valid.

7. The police officers brought in a man who has confessed to being involved in the shoot-out at Goorah Isaac Street, Toorab Bissessur, and watched as he assaulted Cehl Meeah.

8. The police officers were acting in the name of the state.

9. The police officers named i.e. Robert, Siddick Fareedun and Raddooa should at once be arrested and charged. We note that some of them have consistently refused to be present at identification parades

10. The Chairman of the Human Rights Commission should consider himself blamed.

11. All the professions -- doctors and lawyers and magistrates -- who KNOW about this torture and other examples of the same pattern of state brutality, should work out ways of making their own knowledge public and of opposing this drift into a fascist state.

12. The Minister of the Interior and Prime Minister, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth should at once take responsibility for giving orders for the arrest of the police officers concerned. This is not a case of day-to-day running of police matters. There is now a public accusation against a whole “band” of police officers, for acting outside the law. The MSM-MMM Government is responsible.
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