Open Letter of Protest to the South African High Commissioner in Mauritius

15 April 2002

South African High Commissioner, 

South African High Commission

4th Floor, BAI Building, Pope Henessy St, Port Louis

Dear Sir, 

We, the undersigned workers organisations, trade unions, political and social organisations are outraged to learn from our friends in South Africa that Soweto residents of Mandelaville who were struggling for their rights to basic social services have been arrested, detained and even shot at while they were demonstrating on 6th April 2002. We are also deeply concerned by their detention by the police for over a week.

We write this Open Letter to you to protest against the arrest of some 100 Soweto residents, including women and children as well as that of grassroots organisation leader, Trevor Ngwane and the South African Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU) organiser, Rob Rees.  We are horrified by the news that some 40 of the people who were arrested have been kept in detention up to the 16th of April 2002 and thus denied their fundamental right to bail. 

We join our voices to all South African workers’, people’s and progressive organisations who are demanding the unconditional release of all those who were arrested in Kensington and the dropping of all charges against them.

Many of the endorsers of this letter were either part of, or even founder member of the anti-apartheid movement in Mauritius. At the time we joined in the world-wide struggle to end all forms of discrimination and to create a new society in South Africa, where every citizen is ensured basic human and social rights. It is with this same spirit in mind that we today write to you to say that we fail to understand how in post-apartheid South Africa, women, children, residents of Soweto who are amongst the thousands of families that live without water and electricity, who have been victims of water and electricity cut-offs due to the price increases caused by privatisation, and who are amongst  the families who have been evicted from their homes, many of them with no access to schools, no access to jobs, should have been arrested, shot at and detained. All they did was to participate in a peaceful march to request answers to their misery from their elected Mayor.  Is it a crime to fight against evictions and water and electricity cut-offs?  Is it a crime to protest peacefully?  Is it a crime for voters to demand that their Mayor be democratically accountable?  

Ironically this repression and gross injustice towards the poor of Soweto and victims of the apartheid system, happened at the moment of the disturbing news of the acquittal of Dr. Wouter Basson’s, the head of apartheid’s chemical and biological weapons programme. 

The poor are jailed, detained and shot while someone who headed the war crimes section of the apartheid regime is acquitted! Is this the notion of justice of people now governing post-apartheid South Africa?  It is certainly not the kind of justice, that we, organisations in Africa who have supported the anti-apartheid struggle defended, or defend now. 

We would very much appreciate it if you could convey our concerned message to your government. 

Yours sincerely,

Ashok Subron, for LALIT
Lindsey Collen, Ledikasyon Pu Travayer
Dany Sylvie Marie, Muvman Lakaz
Rajni Lallah, Muvman Liberasyon Fam
Farook Auchoybar, General Workers Federation
Deepak Bennydin, Federation des Syndicats des Corps Constitues &  Mauritius Labour Congress
Atma Shanto, Federation Des Travailleurs Unis
Toolsiraj Bennydin, National Trade Union Confederation
Bruno Dorasami, Federation of Civil Service Union
R. N Gutteea, Federation of Progressive Union

Radhakrishna Sadien, State Employees Federation
Copy to the Mauritian and International press

