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nécassaiement cales de La Santinelle Lid.

Re-Considering the Tourist Industry:
Investin Food I’roduction and Flshmg

LALIT 1= not really sur-
prsed that the hotel bosses
and their Association of Ho-
tel and Restaurants in Mau-
ntus are champing at the bt
for the frontiers to be reope-
ned for the tounst mdustry.
They need to beheve that
the Coronavirus epdemc
can be willed away. Then,
they think, everything waill
go back to “normal”. The
ENL Group says “all stake-
helders sfowld porn forces i or-
der to plan the r?upfmﬂg af the
borders soonest.”

As from this mormng
(Editor’s Note: Wednesday
29 of Fulyl, they have ano-
ther spokesman, the Exe-
cutve Charman of the
Sentmelle newspaper group,
Phibippe Forget. He says, in
the context of tounsm, “ff
faut rapaement wune date a ou-
vertrire. Il favt ooy nos fron-
féres au plus vite...” Since
he and the hotel bosses are
advising Grovernment what
15 good for everyone in the
country, they do need, as
mdviduals, to show better

credentals than just those of

sitting m a boardroom ma-
king profits. Otherwise who
will behieve they have our col-
lective nterests at heart, and
not just personal profits?

The first serious pro-
blem 15 that there 15 neither
specific treatment nor a vac-
cne for Covid-19 yet. No
cure. No vaccine. 5o, the
dangers need to be weighed
carefully before just openimg
up tourism. So far, the only
remedy 15 preventon. Pre-
VENLON MEeans proper = pi-
bitc health” measures.

And the second pro-
blem 15 that this partocular
viral infection is just infec-
tious enough and just lethal
enough, for its m_ak:. Spred-
ding mechanisms via asymp-
BOMMANC CATTICTS, 10 constitute
areal threat of overwhelming
health care systems and bu-
rial and cremation facilities
in any society. Opening up a
frachion too soon can mean
closing down very fast again.

So, the first concern of
even the bosses should be
that tracang-and-testing 1s
really well funded. "That,
Mr. lurgr:t means funding
the State. | 'Tus 15 something
vou are hysteneally agamst.
Dozens of contact-tracers
need to be recrumed and
trained by those already
in the Burcaux Samtames.
The profit from this invest-
ment, though not visble
in the opagque accounting
done by bosses’ auditors,
15 Immeasurably vast.

And the second concern
should be that the unmversal,
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Why not think of a better way of living than being a nation of servants to rich visitors? asks the author.
By consolidating the food industry, among others.

free health care system 15 also
really well funded. Right now
we need a huge new ntake
of nursing and other staff,
tor be tramned up so they can

deal with any future surge of

the virus. so, what could Mr.
Forget and the hotel bosses
do, in these carcumstances,
to improve ther credentals?

Por example, they, and
all those who offer advice on
a hasty re-opening, could pe-
rhaps also offer, if and when
there 15 another outbreak
of the epidemic, something
else: to enroll as volunteer
assistants to nursing staff on
the ICU and other Covid-19
Wards. 1 have personally
worked as an assistant to
nurang staff, so I suggest it
with responsibility.

The boses who set
themselves up as advisers
to Government could offer
their services for just one for-
trught. Or, if they are weak
of heart, they could offer to
work as contact tracers, or
a5 assistants to nursing staff
at quarantne centres. After
that expenence, ther word
would be more weighty. And,
thes way, they could be real-
Iy good advisers to Govern-
ment because they would
have been eye-winesses as
to how easy or not easy it 1s
to open up hastly.

But the problem with
the capitahst class 1s its lack
of magmation. Why, the
obvious guestion 1s, stick to
tourism? Why not think of
a better way of Imng than
being a nation of servants to
rich visitors? In times when
such visibors may not even
come? And, more funda-

mentally, why just expect the
State (that you never want
to fund) to fund yvou now
m this dodgy business of
waling for paying visitors?
Why think Bank of Maur-
tivs funds should be used for
setting up a mechamsm to
fund this kind of enterprise?

Let’s face it toursm is
niot an essential service. Mo,
for that matter, 1 sugar-
cane producton — which
nevertheless hogs all the
good agncultural land m the
country. Off-shore scams
are certainly not essential to
anyone. |hey are in urgent
need of a world-wide ban.
Sy 45 4 country, we are in
a vulnerable posiion. In
omes of cnsis, we are short
on all the essentals,

We do not have the least
food security. We do not
even have a fishmg mdustry.
We conbnue to mmport fi-
sh. And ths, despite having
2.4 mulhon square klometers
of sea. We have very little in
the way of food preservation
and transformation indus-
tries. We import most of our
tood, mcluding well-nigh all
of our staples. And the State
contnues, nstead, to subsi-
dies sugar and cane, even as
the mdustry has become a
lame duck!

a0, why do the bosses
not think up better ways of
mvesting the capital they
have expropnated over the
course of three centuries
— from work done under,
first, slavery labour laws,
then mdenture, then wage
slavery labour laws? Why
arc the bosses so ummagi-
native? Come to think of it,

bosses are not even essentzal
workers, themselves.

All this we have been
taught, if we didn’t know 1t
before, by the Novel Coro-
navirus. It is time, today, to
re-thmk pmductinn. We
need to pivot to proper pro-
duction. We need to ensure
proper jobs for everyone.
We need to mobilize kand-
and-housing for all, espe-
clally it we may have to res
lakaz once again to ward off
a second wave. How do you
shelter at home without a
proper home?

And remember we ane
hving 1n hard omes. We are
threatened not just by suc-
cessive waves of Cond-19,
but by new pandermucs; glo-
balezation 1s on pause and we
have no wea how thangs waill
move n terms of interna-
tonal trade, travel or imest-
ment; we are ving under
constant threat of war, sto-
ked daily and that can halt
mtermatonal trade suddenly
at any time; all thes, even as
climate change will force in-
surmountable problems on
humanity. We need to pnio-
ntize a level of food, housmg
and basic needs, for all.

50, the bosses and the
Government need to get
thewr act t{rgvﬂ':n:r Andaf they
don’t or can't, the people will
mevitably nse up and act.
Young people wall soon rea-
hize that just ermigrabng 1s no
longer a soluton. Fronters
are closed, and when they
open hable to dose agam.
Even studying abroad 1s no
longer a predictable option.
50, young people can be ex-
pected for the first tme since

1975 to jom the masses of
workers and unemploved,
when the tme comes to nse
up to take control. That 15
where we are today.

Covid-19 is particu-
larly harsh on Maunbans.
We have one of the world’s
hughest rates of diabetes, one
of the pre-exisong condi-
tions that make Covid-19
more dangerous. | he same
goes for hgh blood pres-
sure. In Maunts, there are
also many of us who suffer
from obesity, asthma, HIV,
as well as tens of thousands
of us whose 1mmune sys-
terns are weakened by other
lnesses or cancer treatment.
Every family 15 vulnerable.
a0, we welcome the bosses
of AHRIM and ENL, and
Mr. PForget, volunteerning
to help nurses at hospitals
or In nursing homes, and
then, once that done, they
would be n a postion to
speak about what 15 good for
the country.

And it we open up the
frontiers hastily, we must
prepare for a second wave
and closing down agamn.

‘1us has already happened

m many other countrics.
Why not learn from that?
If it were not for Mauritus’
particularly robust preven-
tve health system run by
the de-centrahzed, and often
under-funded, Bureaux Sa-
rutames, and if 1t were not for
the collective memory of the
broad masses in Maunous of
how malana was eradicated
by popular mobilzation, as
a country we would not be
m the posiion we are now,
where we have no new case

m the community for some
three months.

S0, the tounst bosses
should know all the vulne-
rabilitics of ther mdustry
— not only to epidemics
but also to war, economic
crises, environmental de-
gradation, tsunamis, ero-
510N, even rumour — and
should mnstead of going on
and on hke bulls-at-gates,
sceing tounsm as the only
mdustry possible for ther
mvestrment, be considering
what forms of production
would be mn the interests of
the Maurtan people taken
as a whole.

For example, they could
propose using capital for
mvestment - developing
the sugar estates’ land for
sustainable tood crops, in
developing a proper sus-
tanable hshing mdustry
for Mauntius’ enormous
scd, I scthng up decen-
ralized food factories all
over the country for food
preservation and transtor-
mation, and thus creating
work, food security and, by
developmg an export mar-
ket for food products in the
region and beyond, much-
needed foreign exchange -
all this m one cleardy
thought-out and tme-fra-
med, commonly unders-
tood plan.

So, it is time for eve-
rvone who works for a living
to think about future mvest-
ments. Capital, and how to
mwviest 1t, 15 not the monopoly
of those who, from coloniza-
ton, own most of it. It is for
EVETYONE. 30, CVeryone must
get to decide on how to m-
vest it And this moways that
assure what 15 essental. Food
and health come hugh on the
hst. T hen what used to be
called “import-substitution
mdustmes” for other needs,
mc chgtal mdustnies,
software and hardware. Jobs
for all is an essential part of
any plan.

Creating food and ba-
sics for evervone, and jobs
tor all, are thus the basis
on which to plan less es-
sential industries.

|=EnTinelle

Author’s reply
to the rejoinder

WITHIN just 1,568 words and 25 paragraphs, Mrs Lind-
sey Collen debivers the standard thinking assoczated with Lalt,
a steadily sincere outfit, and sometimes shortens the quotes
and stretchies the facts to try o get her pomnt through 1 wrote
"1 et overir wos fromtires au plis wete, ms avec imtelligence. .
and she quotes only the first § words. L;I.l"-’.u-t‘.-.pﬂt‘t 4

Nobody, contrary to whet she says , can sl aeeay” the
coronavirus epidermc, certanly not me, but [ fal to see why
[ should be taken to task and tagged as " attig i a boardroom
matikzpg profits” when refernng to the tounst mdustry. ' he si-
tuation s actually gquite the opposite: an ndustry that rngates
125,000 jubs, both directly and mdirectly and contnbutes
Rs 60 billion-worth in direct forex every year has been ma-
kang. . . we-curmng losses mstead, smee March.,

Stating my opinion that tourists need to be welcomed
back soon enough, as most of our direct competitors already
do, pust amply stands to. . . reason! The altermatnee s eveniual
foreclosure, tens of thousands of jobs lost, arr traffic wilting
away, our current account balance getting even worse, banks
mhmung useless assets and the conglomerates owning the
hotel assets, most of themn quoted comparmes, taking a nght
old kadck up ther financals.

In a capitahst world, that 15 in the real world, thas 1
total dsaster!

In Mrs Collen’s world, this is no big deal, for (st two
paragraphs): “* Capatal ana foge to wrest if, 15 ol the monopoly
of those eh, froen colovezaion, ozon most of i 1t 15 for everyone.
Therefore, everyone must get to decide on how to irmest it. .. Crag-
turig food and basics {fealtiy) for evervore and jobs forall. .. are thus
Hre basis o p&m less essential inhustries”. For the time being, not

“everyone”, fortunately, decides how to mvest capital Were it
to bie the case mdin]]mmgi.a]ns thinkamg, we would possibly
shide back a full fifty vears, nduding in people’s purchasmg
power and in the firepower mobilized by the welfare state.

[ have no issue with producing more food and more
fish, provided it can be done profitably. 1f it was that obvious
though, Mrs Collen, why aren't there “money-grabbing™
entrepreneurs trymng ther hand? Is it because it has all been
tried before and proved untenable from Purdair through MS
MNazareth and Vita Face? Even wheat, masse and oats have
been tried in French colomal tmes. ..

The obwaous s stated when she writes there 15 no cure
and no vaccme yet for Covid-19. Indeed, as stated by the
WHO this week, Covid will be with us for years! So what
dowe do? Hibernate ? Or, Ive with it? The vacemes and the
cures for common influene do not prevent 630,000 deaths
per year worldwide exther, 72,000 of whxch are m Europe,
according to the WHO (1), So, how to react to the flu bug?
Close shop too?

| have had only good words to say over the years for
our trackmg vt at the Mmistry of Health, be it when they
control malaria, dengue or Covid. If recruiting and training
maore of themn to the current standards 1s required to cur-
tadl imported Covid nsks, that is fine by me, but surcly one
must think of what they will be doing post-Covid ? An effi-
cient, well-funded, quality public health system would be
welcome but did you hsten to the male nurse worang 1in
soullac hospital in the latest Mertewr Mentewr podeast: it
gave me the shrvers!

Mrs Collen’s imagmative thinking concludes that tou-
nsm i not an essential service (mue enough) and that o
equates, dismssively, to bemg a “ nanion of servants” o nch vi-
sitors { Wirw! ke all service mdustnes, maybe #). She also raopes
in sugar cane production and the offshore (finance) sector as
bemg non-essential and hardly worth ther salt compared to
food security and health, What she 15 missirg 15 that you pro-
bably need those * mon-essertial actities” i order to afford
or fund food secunty and a top notch health systern and the
rest of the free’ welfare state goodies (education, transport,
vanous subsidics, cheap water, duty free cars for some, etc. )
the country dishes out

[ rest mav case. W canmot go back to bving n a bubble or
i autarky, without paymg 2 very heanvy poice. Who wants to
anyway #“ Ereryone” who “ouns” the haluplmlmﬂdum‘s
NOT to vote for Lalit from one dection to another?

Bang m the middle of confinemnent, we have all surmised
that the post-Covid “new normal” might be fundamentally
different. Strong evidence suggests it might well not be so;
hurman bemngs bamg too weak and not wise enough untl it 15
far “too late™. . . Cue: Global warming!

Philippe A FORGET
= hittps:fomve.eurosohoanten/health-topicscommmun -

:ub.’&d.!'sfme;,-'mﬂrrfnz.':ilfmasﬂnmf-r}'r,l’iuf.lz..,:h"énrdﬂn-jr(-m-
fluenza - ~idext=A%20recent? 205tmdy 20found %20

that, i 20the 2 20WHOX 20 neropean
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