LALIT

153 Main Road,Grand River North West

Port Louis,Republic of Mauritius

13th May, 2002

Prime Minister, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth

Government House

Port Louis

Dear Sir,

As Mauritius is taking steps (with which we could not agree less) to get closer to the government of the United States of America, we believe that the Prime Minister should, at the very least, give a closer look at the human rights abuses within the USA. In addition to the fact that the USA chooses to refuse to sign most human rights conventions, has withdrawn from the International Criminal Court and continues to arm the state of Israel and to act in flagrant violation of all UN resolutions, there are also cases of specific human rights abuses in the USA.

In particular we write to you, because we are part of the ‘International Committee to Save the Life of Mumia Abu-Jamal’, who is a man unjustly sentenced to death in the USA, following a totally fabricated trial against him. This week there is an “International Week of Action to Free Mumia.”

We call on you, during the next week, to request the US Ambassador in Mauritius to inform his government that in Mauritius we do not have the death penalty, that we oppose the death penalty, and that we protest against this innocent man being sent “to the gallows”. In the past our party has been part of broad delegations of trade unions and peoples organizations that delivered petitions to the Embassy. And we note that, following world-wide voices of protest being raised, a Court Judgment has been handed down, preventing the execution of Mr. Mumia Abu-Jamal.

We call on you to add the voice of the Mauritian state to that of thousands and even millions of people world-wide saying ‘Stop the Execution!,Overturn the Conviction!’

We believe that Mumia's freedom and even his life is dependent upon the power of human rights fighters and working people the world over. We believe that the elected Government of Mauritius, elected by the votes of the working people, and claiming to respect human rights, has a duty to help to save the life of Mumia and to get him freed from his unjust accusation, trial, judgment and sentence.

The 18th December, 2001 decision by Judge Yohn in the USA to strike down Mumia's death-penalty sentence represents a major concession to the international movement that has taken to the streets to demand freedom for Abu-Jamal. It is this powerful movement for justice for Abu-Jamal that forced the judge to throw out the death-penalty sentence.

We are proud to have contributed to building this broad-based movement with our international campaign directed at then-Attorney General Janet Reno, including the two delegations of leading unionists and elected officials from around the world to the U.S. Justice Department in January and December 2000. 

But we are deeply concerned that Judge Yohn's decision does not rule out the death-penalty sentence altogether. In fact, Pennsylvania authorities still seek Mumia's execution. They have appealed Yohn's decision.

Furthermore, Judge Yohn's 272-page ruling upheld Mumia's original frame-up murder conviction. Citing spurious ‘statutory deadlines’ and so-called legal precedents that ‘innocence is no defense,’ he refused to admit to the record the mountain of new evidence conclusively proving Mumia's innocence. This is unacceptable!

The death-penalty sentence, which Yohn struck down, must not be reinstated. If anything, Abu-Jamal should be allowed to go free, having already served 20 years in prison for a crime he did not commit. Judge Yohn's affirmation of Abu-Jamal's conviction must be reversed. All the evidence produced by Abu-Jamal's attorneys, including the confession of Arnold Beverly, must be heard. The conviction must be overturned and Abu-Jamal's innocence proclaimed, even if a new trial is required to do this.

We also call on you to request the Mauritian ambassador to the USA to inform the US government of the concern of Mauritian citizens about the unjust conviction of Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Yours sincerely,

For LALIT

