Brief Report on Lalit’s Congress: 1st – 3rd February 2002

This Congress, held on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of February 2002, coincided with the 25th anniversary of Lalit’s as a political group and the 20th anniversary of Lalit as an independent political organisation.

More than 100 Lalit’s militants from various Lalit’s branches in the Island of Mauritius and Rodrigues attended the Congress. A significant proportion of militants attending the Congress were women and youths. 

The Congress was held in the midst of a massive onslaught on human rights by the presentation of the Prevention of Terrorism Bill, which was made public just two days before the Congress and, which was going to be presented with a certificate of emergency in the National Assembly on the 4th of February! Thus, the Congress itself became the focal point to shape a nation wide resistance against this law. Without the political coherence and organisation developed in the Congress, the resistance against this draconian piece of legislation would not have been this successful. We managed to provoke the resignation of two Presidents of the Republic and made the POT Act become the main political controversy since the new government took power in September 2000, thus changing the balance of forces against the application of the law in the country. 

The Lalit Congress itself started with an analysis of the current situation in the world, in our region and in Mauritius, with particular emphasis on “Capitalist Globalisation, ‘terrorism’ and war”. The input was from Alain Ah-Vee. 

There were four other presentations made to the Congress. Rajni Lallah gave an input on “The Economic situation in Mauritius& SADC region and the dynamic for political change”. On the second day of the Congress, Ashok Subron presented a paper on “The state of the working class and its organisation and Lalit’s role in the class struggle” The Saturday session ended by a contribution of Lindsey Collen on “An analysis of the political context in Mauritius, since our last Congress in April 2001”

The last day of the Congress was dedicated to debate the question of strategy and tactics. Ram Seegobin made an input to analyse “Lalit’s strategy from attempts to build a left platform up to now”. 

All sessions in the Congress were divided in five parts: Art performance, presentation of main input, reports, group discussions, debates and adoption of Resolutions. 

There were reports from some 20 Lalit branches all around the country, which clearly indicated a new historical trend in the growth of Lalit. 
There were reports of our militants’ involvements in other mass and pre-political organisations – from adult education, women, cooperative, arts & cultural, parent-teachers, neighbourhood, homeless people, human rights and against police brutality, pre-school, anti-globalisation organisations as well as unions. 

Various Lalit’s Commissions also reported. There were two main reports from the Women’s Commission and International and Southern African Regional Commission. There were also reports from the Sugar Industry, Education, Housing, Environment and Language Commissions. A special report was given on the ongoing development of our Documentation Centre.

The LALIT Youth  had a special space in the Congress to report on their activities and plan of the year. 

In this Congress we added a special reporting session on simple political actions that had widespread political influence: action against privatisation of postal services, action by LALIT Youth against building of an artificial reefs near the Tamarin Beach, poster campaign against price increases targeting municipal councilors just after the municipal elections, the developments of neighbourhood Lalit “Notice Board”, action against the dismantlement of the anti-malaria desk at the airport, fixing of our poster on Palm trees in front of the National Assembly etc. 

Three main interlinked resolutions were debated and updated: 
- On the Struggle for Socialism
- On Capitalist Globalisation and Internationalism
- Transitional Demands for today's struggle
The debates on strategy and tactics gave rise to fruitful contributions and helped us to develop a common understanding of the political task ahead in the present period of capitalist globalisation and its manifestation in our region and country. 

The Congress ended with the planning of Lalit militants’ involvement in the Day of Action against the Prevention of Terrorism Bill, that was going to be adopted by the National Assembly the following day.  
PS: Unfortunately all the papers presented in Congress were in Kreol, the language spoken by 97% of the population. Given the intense involvement of our militants in major struggle’s just after the Congress, we were unable to prepare a translation.

