LALIT

153 Main Road, Grand River North West, Port Louis,

Republic of Mauritius

Tel/Fax: 208 2132, 208 5551

The Chairman,

Public and Disciplined Services Commission,

Forest-Side.

21st March, 2002

Dear Sir,

LALIT wishes to express concern that two police officers, Messrs Kamachi and Raddooa, have not yet, to our knowledge, been suspended by the Commission ​– at least for the duration of the inquiry into the way in which they carried out the inquiry into the Vanessa Lagesse murder case.

The allegations against them, made under oath and published in extenso in the press, are very grave.

Lalit believes that it is most appropriate that the Director of Public Prosecutions has called for an inquiry into these two Police Officers’ handling of the inquiry. In particular, the very sober Clifford Vivien affidavits point to a possible conspiracy within the State apparatus. It is unclear why the powers-that-be, through these two police officers, wish to exculpate one of the possible suspects in the murder case, the late Vikram Goodye. 

We also deplore the fact that once again there is the spectre of the absence of any independent institution to inquire into police itself. But at least an inquiry has been called for.

Lalit, while calling for an independent inquiry of some kind, at the same time calls on the Public and Disciplined Forces Commission to suspend the police officers at once.

The reason we believe that suspension would be appropriate is that both these police officers are in positions to interfere with materials that may be relevant to the Inquiry that the DPP has called for.

We also believe it alarming that Mr. Raddooa has made a public statement that he OMITTED to give a formal statement to the police when someone offered him a Rs 10 million bribe in exchange for halting part of the inquiry into the murder of Vanessa Lagesse. This is particularly of concern because it is illegal to offer bribes, even “small” ones, and thus an offense. In addition, it implies that the person whom Mr. Raddooa has, by his omission, pardoned, is actually guilty of the murder, and thus Mr. Raddooa has acted so as to shield him from this even more serious charge as well.

Lalit believes that all political and social forces, whether in Government or in opposition to government, should, like us, take a clear stand for the truth to be uncovered in the way in which this inquiry has been handled by the police. The Commission, too, has a role in helping uncover the truth.

This may also be the beginning of making police officers more accountable for their actions.

We wish formally to put on record our appreciation of the legal work done by Mr. Vivien’s lawyer, Jean Claude Bibi. We hope that younger lawyers will learn from him. We also hope that the Commission appreciates this legal work because it makes the Commission’s decision so straight-forward.

Yours sincerely,

Alain Ah-Vee

for LALIT

Copy to the press

