On the Occasion of the UN World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, & of a paralell Seminar being held at Flic-en-Flac, Mauritius on 29th August, 2002

10-Point OPEN LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF MAURITIUS
Prime Minister, Hon. A Jugnauth,

Government House

Port Louis

Dear Sir,

We write to you because we are concerned about the patently non-sustainable nature of the policies of the Government of Mauritius.

Firstly, we believe that the so-called “Illovo Deal” involves the destruction of agricultural land as well as the abandonment to pure speculation of our precious land resources. The workers of the land and of the mills have had to witness the number of productive jobs diminish while the number of young people needing jobs rises. This is not sustainable development but destruction of our natural heritage, our Mother Earth, and the destruction of the livelihood of the people. We call for the setting up, a new Authority  for an Optimum Land use and for development of  agro-industries that can export as well as supplying local people with food and which are environment-friendly. In addition, we believe that the Integrated Resorts Scheme (IRS) further deepens the destruction of agricultural land. It also involves disposing of land to the highest bidder world-wide and the transformation of land into wasteful luxury housing, that will, in turn, tend to turn Mauritius into a showpiece of “social inequality”, where the rich, the corrupt and those linked to shady deals will be served by a population of domestic workers, condemned to low wages and voicelessness. This is also not sustainable.  We call for a stop to all projects that destroy agricultural land.

Secondly, we believe that the Government should call for the closure of the USA base on Diego Garcia, and ask UNESCO to decree Diego Garcia and the whole of Chagos a UN World Heritage Site. This way, the re-introduction of corals and fish species can be monitored, to make Chagos a place that can continue in a sustainable way, instead of being used for launching destructive bombs on civilians.

Thirdly, the privatization of beaches and even islands through the combination of the Beach Authority Act (which removes control of the countryside from elected bodies to centrally nominated one) and the de-proclamation of a number of Public Beaches further destroys the very natural heritage that makes our country so special. In this context the threat to abolish Village Councils takes on an even more sinister nature. Indeed, prior to the new Local Elections in Rodrigues, the Government already proclaimed a number of sites for Hotel Construction.

Fourthly, we oppose the destruction of the best agricultural land for use as a Cybercity, when arid and rocky land is available, and would help with de-congestion of the “urban band”.

Fifthly, we call for a ban on any new hotel or tourism-related projects. The lagoons have been destroyed, the beach-line privatized, and this cannot go on. It is not sustainable. Even tourists only come all the way here because Mauritius is “unspoilt”. The present Government seems bent on “spoiling” nature.

Sixthly, we call for Mauritius to become a G.M.O.-free (i.e. without any genetically modified organisms) set of islands. Our distance from other “infected” areas give Mauritius a comparative advantage in keeping these organisms out of our natural plants and out of future agriculture. GMO plants are not sustainable.

Seventhly, we call for Mauritius to seek food security and not to treat food as any other commodity.

Eighthly, we call on the Government to stop privatizing basic human rights, like the right to water, the right to energy supplies, the right to a house, the right to education, the right to health care, the right to a pension, the right to free movement. These rights, once privatized, are no longer sustainable.

Ninethly, we call on Government to oppose the US Government for its refusal to sign up to the Kyoto Protocol on Global Warming and Climate Change.

Tenthly, we call on the Government to refuse all the international attempts to limit democratic choice in our country, through IMF and World Bank conditions, through the conditions of the AGOA, and through the WTO regulations.

Yours sincerely,

· Yves Pitchen, Art Jonction

· Alain Ahvee, Ledikasyon pu Travayer
· Kreepalloo Shungoon, Planteurs du Nord
· Karim Jaufeerally, Institute for Environmental and Legal Studies
· Prakash Baluckram , Government Servants’ Association
· Rajni Lallah, Muvman Liberasyon Fam
· Dayanand Gobin, General Workers Federation
· Pushpa Lallah, Federation of Pre-School Playgroups
· Michel Chiffone, Grup Zenn Lalit
· J. Goodhub, Mauritius Labour Congress
· Deepak Bennydin, Federation des Syndicats des Corps Constitues
· Selva Appasamy, Association contre le “mind control”
· Marousia Bovery, ABAIM

· Dany Marie, Muvman Lakaz
· Ashok Subron, Lalit
· Parmessur Bheekharry, Mauritius Planteurs Association
· Lilette Edmond, Centre de Solidarite

· Sanjay Sembhoo, CEDREFI

· N. Ramloll, Service Sans Frontiers

· Fazia Ramsahaye, Association pour le Bien Etres des Handicapes

· N. Ramnochane, Telecomunication Staff Association

