PA-BUSH - People’s March

Platform against Bush Policies
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153 Main Rd, GRNW, Port Louis

Tel/fax: 208-2132, 2085551

The Commissioner of Police

Line Barracks

Port Louis

20th December 2002

Notice to hold a peaceful march

Sir, 

The above named Platform uniting various trade unions, social, political, women, youth, farmers and planters organisations, is hereby notifying you that we will be holding a peaceful March on Wednesday 15th January 2003, as from 2.30 p.m. in the city of Port Louis to protest against the unjust conditions contained in AGOA and against the anti-people policies of the US President George W. Bush.  Two letter expressing concern of organisations in the Platform on these issues, will be remitted to the US President, G. W. Bush, through the US Embassy in Mauritius at John Kennedy St and to the Prime Minister at Government House. 

The march will start at 2.30 p.m. at the Port Louis Theatre, will proceed through Mallefille St, Poudriere St, Chaussee St, Rev Jean Lebrun, turn right into John Kennedy St, where the first letter will be remitted to the US Embassy. The march will then proceed to Place D’Armes to remit the second letter to the Mauritian Prime Minister and Vice Prime Minister, pass through Sir Willian Newton St, Desforges St. and end at the Port Louis Theatre. The march is expected to end around 4.00 p.m. 

We wish to draw your attention to the fact that the right to hold a peaceful march is a fundamental human right. According to Section 4 of the Public Gathering Act, you should call us and inform us within 48 hours should you have the intention of using your power, under subsection {1} of the PGA to impose conditions on the holding of our march.  According to Section (4) of the PGA , if you intend to prohibit the march, you should inform us within 48 hours of receiving our notice. (Please find attached the relevant section of the PGA, and a road map of the march).

Yours sincerely, 

Ashok Subron, Farook Auchoybar & Rajni Lallah

On behalf of the Platform Against Bush Policies

Extract from Public Gathering Act 1991

Act 30 of 1991 – 30 August 1991

4. Conditions on public gathering and prohibition thereof

(1) The Commissioner shall have power, for the purpose of preventing public disorder, damage to property or disruption of the life of the community, to impose conditions on the holding of the gathering.

(2) When the Commissioner intends to exercise his power under subsection (1), he shall within 48 hours from receiving the notice, call the organisers and inform them of his intention and of the reasons thereof.

(3) The Commissioner shall have power to prohibit the gathering where he reasonably believes that imposing conditions would not be sufficient to prevent public disorder, damage to property or disruption of the life of the community and shall inform the organisers within 48 hours of receiving the notice.

(4) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Commissioner under this section may refer the matter to the Judge in Chambers in the Supreme Court who shall, after hearing the parties, make such order as he may deem fit in the circumstances.

