Open Letter to United States Ambassador in Mauritius

in the context of the 

World Summit for Sustainable Development

 & of a paralell Seminar being held at Flic-en-Flac, Mauritius on 29th August, 2002

The US Ambassador in Mauritius

Rogers House

Port Louis

Dear Sir, 

In the context of the World Summit for Sustainable Development, we, representatives of  social organizations, of associations of women and of young people, and of progressive organisations in the Republic of Mauritius, are writing to convey to you and your President George W. Bush our strong protest against the non-ratification by the United States of America of the Kyoto Protocol on the Global Warming of the Planet.

Though its achievements were very limited, the Rio Summit in 1992 at least saw rich countries make a formal commitment to reduce their gas emissions to their 1990 levels.  This commitment was followed by, and further strengthened  by, the Kyoto Protocol which imposes on rich countries that they reduce the emission of Carbon Dioxide (and related gases) to 5% below the rate in 1990. 

Showing utter disrespect for all the people living of the planet, and future generations, the U.S.A. government has withdrawn from the Kyoto Protocol. This is particularly shocking when we know that the USA is the Number One polluter of the world. We can only but conclude that the unilateral stand of the US is determined by the profit-oriented vested interests of big companies and corporations involved in businesses related directly to the production of these gas emisisons.

Your Government’s attitude also represents a serious blow to the whole of the scientific community of the world, which, for years now, has been calling for urgent action to be taken to prevent the deterioration or the atomosphere provoked by the emission of carbonic gases.

Does the future of our mother earth and the survival of future generations and that of  humanity,  including the survival of people living in the USA itself, mean anything to your government? 

Do we, people living in poor and vulnerable countries, specially those of us living on small islands have to bear the consequences of climate change caused by your imperialist decisions, taken unilaterally? How many more species must be destroyed forever, for you to realise the importance of ratifying this most elementary collective commitment? How many must be killed, how many peoples’ houses must be destroyed by severe floods before you will realise that interests of human beings and of our mother earth itself, cannot be subjected to the interests of private profit for a few big companies and corporations? 

We ask to you transmit to your President our severe disapproval of his decisions.

For our part, you can rest assured that we will do all that is within our possibility to join the rest of the people of the world, including in the USA, to make our voices heard, in the face of the arrogance of the USA and its heartless corporations.

Yours sincerely,


Endorsed by the following organisations:

· Yves Pitchen, Art Jonction

· Lindsey Collen, Ledikasyon pu Travayer
· Shivduth Bheechook, Planteurs du Nord
· Gerard Noel, Les Amis de Chamarel
· Karim Jaufeerally, Institute for Environmental and Legal Studies
· Vickramduth Beesoon, Government Servants’ Association
· Rajni Lallah, Muvman Liberasyon Fam
· Dayanand Gobin, General Workers Federation
· Pushpa Lallah, Federation of Pre-School Playgroups
· Pravin Ramsahok, Grup Zenn Lalit
· Nemraj Ramlochun, Mauritius Labour Congress
· Deepak Bennydin, Federation des Syndicats des Corps Constitues
· Selva Appasamy, Association contre le “mind control”
· Marousia Bovery, ABAIM

· Dany Marie, Muvman Lakaz
· Ashok Subron, LALIT

· Parmessur Bheekhoory, Mauritius Planteurs Association

· Sanjay Sembhoo, CEDREFI

