TO:  PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

and the PRESIDENT of the United STATES (through US Ambassador)

A copy of the Declaration of Peoples’ Organizations in Africa, inititiatd by Peoples Forum 

15th January, 2003                             Port Louis, Mauritius

In the context of the January 2003 AGOA Forum being held in Mauritius

Declaration of Peoples’ Organisations in Africa

On the occasion of the AGOA Forum being held in Mauritius in January 2003, we, organisations of Africa,  resolutely protest against Bush administration policies that are attacking peoples’ rights in our respective countries and in Africa. In particular,

We oppose economic and political conditions being imposed by the US on African States in exchange for access to the US market, through the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) which is equivalent to a new form of colonisation; 

We oppose the US war-drive and the use or threat of military intervention to further US economic and political interests  much as in the case of  Iraq, and in the continued US collusion in the aggression against the Palestinian people;

We oppose  military bases in Africa such the one on Diego Garcia (part of the Chagos archipelago excised from Mauritius and “depopulated” by the UK and US to install a military base there and the US blocking all international initiatives for peace in the region);

We denounce the US refusal to sign the Kyoto Agreement when it is companies of the US that produce a quarter of the world’s “hot house” gases;

We denounce the US refusing to adhere to internationally-recognised Human Rights Covenants and Conventions including the non-acceptance of the UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, its refusal to be monitored under the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, its failure to ratify most of the ILO Conventions, its failure to ratify the UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child, its refusal to be part of the International Criminal Court and constant undermining of the ICC, and its sabotage of the UN Conference against Racism held in 2001 in Durban;

We denounce the US’s leading role in imposing corporate globalisation worldwide through Washington-based institutions such as the IMF and World Bank, through its domination of the WTO, through laws such as AGOA, and through military threats.

On the basis of this platform, we support the Peoples’ Forum being organised parallel to the official AGOA forum, the AGOA Business Forum and the AGOA NGO Forum being organised mainly by Washington-based organisations such as the “Constituency for Africa” and the “Foundation for Democracy in Africa” specifically set up to integrate Africa into the global capitalist economy.

Name of Organisation:





Signed by:

Members of Peoples Forum:

General Workers’ Federation (GWF)




Farouk Auchoybar

Féderation des Syndicats de Corps Constituées (FSCC)


Deepak Benydin

Planteurs du Nord






Kreepaloo Shunghoon

Muvman Liberasyon Fam (MLF)




Marlene Joseph

Lalit







Ashok Subron

Amis de Chamarel






Gerard Noel

Ledikasyon pu Travayer (LPT)




Alain Ah-Vee

Arts Jonction






Yves Pitchen

Féderation des Travailleurs Unis (FTU)




Atma Shanto

Federation of Preschool Playgroups




Pushpa Lallah

Muvman Lakaz






Rada Kistnasamy

Nouvo Lizour






Jocelyne Minerve

Centre Diocesain du Monde Ouvriere(CDMO)



Yona Marie

Association contre le ‘Mind Control’ et la Pensée Unique


Selva Appasamy

ABAIM







Marousia Bouvary

Rodrigues Government Employees’ Association (RGEA) 


Alain Tolbize

Comité pour l’Amelioration de Santé (CAS)



Serge Rayapoulle

Ligue Ouvriere d’Action Catholique (LOAC)



Christian Brasse

Organisation pour L’Unite des Artisans (OUA)



Secretary

Government Servants Association (GSA)



J. Lesperance

Institute of Environmental and Legal Studies



Karim Jaufeerally

Mauritius Labour Congress (MLC)




Jugdish Lollbeeharry

Government Teachers’ Union (GTU)




Nassir Ramjaun

Small Farmers Association (Montagn Longue – Creve Coeur)

Secretary

Small Planters Association (Petite Raffray)



Secretary

Petit Planteurs de L’Ouest





Secretary

Front du Centre (Association des Planteurs des Iles)


Secretary

Grup Fangurin






Nicholas Raghoonath

Association Pour le Developpement Social



C. Vacher

Federation of Civil Service Unions (FCSU)



Tulsiraj Benydin

Terre de Paix






Alain Muneean

Femmes, Developpement et Solidarité




Suzy Prudence

Groupement Femme Ouvrier





Sylvaine Lockee

Grup Zenn Lalit






Cindy Clelie

and endorsed by the following:

Muslim Forum






MK Elahee

Paix pour Palestine






MK Elahee

Societe Islamic de Mascareigne et de L’ocean Indien


Sawkat Ramhelawon

Societe Islamic de Maurice





Imran Pondor

Action Islamique de Maurice 





A Ruhomaun

Women’s Islamic Movement 





S. Rassool

Islamic Institute of Education and Training



Kemal Saumtally

and endorsed by the following organizations from Africa:

International South Group 





Yash Tandon

United Peoples






Secretary

Alternative Information and Development Centre, South Africa

Alvin Anthony

National Land Committee, South Africa




Zakes Hlatshuayo

Economic Justice Coalition, Mozambique



Viriato Tamele

Southern African Peoples’ Solidarity Network (Southern African)

Eunice Mafundikwa

South Durban Community Environmental Alliance, South Africa

Anna

Social Movements Indaba (SMI), South Africa



Victor Thoka

Namibian Food and Allied Workers’ Union, Namibia


Cuana Angula

Jubiliee South Africa





MP Giyose

African Forum and Netowrk on Debt and Development, Zimbabwe

Charles Mutasa

Anti-Privatization Forum (South Africa) 




Dale McKinlay

RDSN (Rural Development Service Network) 



Victor Thoka

Pan African Congress





Raymond Nkrumah

Association Chomeur (Reunion)




Jean Pierre Techer

ATTAC (Reunion)






Jean Francois Clopeau

FSU (Reunion)






Vincent Cellier

MARON (Reunion)






Philippe Azema

SNES (Reunion)






Eric Turpin

Syndicat Sud Education (Reunion)




Marie Croisine Zamore

Khanya College






Oupa Lehulere

Women in Law and Development in Africa



Endorsed through Rajni Lallah

PLUS 200 delegates in Addis Abeba, Ethiopia at the AFRICAN SOCIAL FORUM held last week.

Signed, for the above:

………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………….

Address:  c/o LPT, 153 Main Rd, GRNW, Port Louis Mauritius. Tel 230 208 2132  e-mail: lalmel@intnet.mu

