c/o Devianand Narrain,

Royal Road,

Mare d’Albert.

8th November, 2002

The Chairman

Human Rights Commission, NPF Building, Pope Hennessy Street,

Port Louis

Dear Sir,

We write with reference to your letter dated 7th November, 2002 which we received late this afternoon, Friday 8th November, 2002 when we got to our respective homes, convoking us for Monday, 11th October at 1.30 pm.  The letter says a “complaint has been made by you on 2.3.02”. Firstly, we have never made any complaint to you. This is totally erroneous. Secondly, on 2nd March, we had not yet been unlawfully arrested and detained, so no-one else could have made the complaint on our behalf either. We are astounded by these errors. We, as victims of human rights abuses, are also deeply shocked by threats from your office to have us fined and jailed, made worse by the fact that it is on the basis of these gross errors that you summon us.

We wish to inform you that we yesterday formally instructed our legal advisor to refer the matter of our unlawful arrest and detention to the DPP. We did this as we believe there is ample evidence on record to prove a case of conspiracy against the police.

Since, as we understand it, you have taken up our case on the basis of someone else’s complaint, or off your own bat, we would like some clarification about your purposes. If indeed the letter we received should have been addressed to us, and not to someone else.

We have taken note of your “findings” in the case of our friend and colleague in Lalit, Jerry Cadine, We must frankly say that the tenor of your letter to him gives us grounds for considerable concern about your Commission. Indeed, it confirms our previous doubts about its ability to defend victims of human rights violations committed by agents of the State.

Since we have thus already started to turn to the DPP, if you do indeed need us to depone before you, please let us know by letter on what basis you write to us, and we will make arrangements to be absent from work. We also intend to retain counsel so that our interests are cared for professionally. In any event, the short notice you gave us in your letter to appear before you makes it well nigh impossible for us to make the necessary arrangements for Monday.

Yours sincerely,

Devianand Narrain and Roland Fauzoo

Copy: DPP

Jean Claude Bibi, Barrister at Law

