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THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL

Explanatory Memorandum 
by Lalit

1.
The object of this Bill is to repeal the Local Government Act 1989 and replace it by a new enactment. This enactment ensures a centralized control over all aspects of life in villages and towns through 168 paid councillors tightly controlled by the Apparatus of the MMM in towns and of the Apparatus of the MSM, MMM or PT in villages. The Cabinet recognizes that the under-mentioned provisions are not in the Electoral Program, which promised decentralization

2.
The new Bill provides mainly for the-

(i) the abolition of the existing system of 141 democratically elected Village Councils;

(ii) the replacement of this decentralized system of elected Village Councils by a system of “nominees” appointed centrally to Comités Quartiers, i.e. revert to Colonial practice;

(iii) the imposition of centralized control over village life, down to control over the use of village halls for meetings of sports teams, social or political organizations, clubs;

(iv) the introduction of ‘tax rurale”;

(v) the further undemocratic extension, in the meantime, of the term of office of the present “nominated” Village Councillors whose original mandate ended in Sept, 2002 and was then extended by an unjust law until 2003;

(vi) the decrease in number from 1,692 elected Councillors in rural areas to a mere 96 Councillors who will be elected to new centralized so-called “Municipal” Councils; and a decrease in the number of participants in the democratic process from about 4,500 candidates to about 150; this also implies a destruction of the village democracy which used to create political parties at grass roots level each three years;

(vii) the decrease in the size of existing urban Municipal Councils from between 24 and 30 members to between a mere 12 and 18 members;

(viii) the introduction, in towns as well, of a system of “nominees” appointed to Comités Quartiers to replace the grass-roots committees that already exist independently in many urban areas;

(ix) the replacement of annual elections of Mayor by less democratic 5-yearly elections;

(x) the limitation of the freedom of a Mayor to resign as mayor without also losing his seat  as Councillor at the same time;

(xi) the maintenance of the ban against employees of the State, including labourers, teachers, postmen, from standing for election in local elections, thus effectively encouraging the under-representation of working people;

(xii) confirming the 1989 ban against all who cannot fluently speak and read two foreign languages i.e. English & French, from candidature in local elections, thus ensuring the gross under-representation of working people and the poor; qualifications for office are thus higher than those for the National Assembly. This represents a regression from the 1962 Local Government Act which permitted any elector to qualify as councillor.

(xiii) the introduction of a system of paid remuneration of elected councillors by the State, thereby hoping to procure their loyalty to the State that pays them; 

(xiv) the authorization for Municipal Councils to meet in camera behind the back of electors;

(xv) the renewed authorization for Municipal Councils to set up bodies of men in uniforms and with powers of entry and arrest, thus reverting to the State of Emergency times when Curepipe employed the hated Municipal Police;

(xvi) establishment of a Local Government Tender Board to ensure that multi-national corporations can tender unimpeded by democratic considerations;

(xvii) the authority for the President of the Republic to dissolve Municipal Councils when he decides to.
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