LALIT

Electoral Reform for More Democracy

THE present system has the followmng fauls,

amongst others:

1. Quabfications for MPs are anti-democratic.

2. The executive (Prime Minster and Cabi-
net) has too much power relatve to the
Legslatve Branch  (elected  members
n Parhament).

3. The dectorate has no power of revocation
between one general elechon and the next.

4. Thecommumnal classtheahon of the best loser
system 15 problematic n meany ways.

5. Nommatons made by the executive —whe-
ther to positions of power, or to ordmary

government pobs — are opaque and lead
to nepotsm.

6. Owerspending m  cecon  campagns
15 undemocratic.

All these taults i the present system are exs-
g hrmats to Padamentary democracy, as it has
developed i Mauntmus over the past Century or
so And democracy 15 under threat. All over the
world, there are attacks on democracy from a
mobilized extreme nght. We see examples m India
under Mads, the USA under I rump, Brasal under
Bolsonaro and the Phulippines under Duterte, as
well as an increase n anti-democratic parties and
monements all over B .

So, for LALTT, the real aim of clectoral reform
should be to advance democracy. We notice that
often people make proposals that inadvertenitdy
decrease democracy or increase bureaucracy at
the cost of democracy.

"The 1deas bedow have been developed n de-
bate and dscussion with mndreds of people over
decades, dunng pohtcal work at grassroots. What
1s needed s discussion on this kind of idea:

B Democratizing Who can be an MP

We in LALIT have long strugered at the prass-
roots, and sl doy for everyone to be allowed to be
clected for Padiament — as a democratic right —
and we thus call for the repeal of the binguage and
literacy qualifications the Constinition imposes.
W also repect the absurdity of speaking only in
the languages of the last two colomzer powers
mn Parbarment.

B Revocability at different levels

W also propose, miter alia, that all those cec-
ted should be revocable by the same “constiuen-
¢y’ that elected them We have been calhing for
thas, as a party, since 1982, so the proposal 1s one
that has stood the test of tme. It would certanly
mean more democracy than exasts so far. All kinds
of centrist forces are now coming over to secing
that this perhaps the best way to curtal the exces-
sive powers of the Executive.

B Electors in a Constituency
need to have right to revoke

Members of the Nabonal Assembly should be
subject to revocaton by electors m their consti-
mency. The eectoral revocation petition will
need o be based on a speafic argument that the
Electoral Commussoner considers meets basic
standards of ratonality. It will also need to meet
Tgonous standﬂﬂbnfmtcgnn and be subject to
the Hlectoral Commussioner chedking for forge-
ry, people sgmng more than once, etc. All Mem-
bers of the Nabtonal Assembly wall then know
that they can be revoked and this wall be salu-
tary. The exact percentage of electors necessary
for revocation can be debated. What 15 important
15 the possibidity.

M Leader of the House elected
after election results, thus revocable
More democracy also means, MIPs, when
they first meet after a general election should, im-
mediately after clecting a Speaker from amongst
themselves, elect the Leader of the House, who
then goes to the President to be sworn m as Pnme
Nuruster. | s person s dected by MIs, 50 can be
revoked by those who elected him or her (e by
MPs) The Pome Minister then proposes to the
Matonal Assembly, as a block, a cabinet selected
from amongst MPs, for dection. Onee dected by
Parlarment to be the Cabinet, mdividual Mirs-
ters or the Cabmet as a whole are then subject
to revocation.

M Executive Power constrained
by National Assembly

Once Mirssters, ncludng the Prime Minister,
are subject to revocation by the totality of MIPs, this
means Parhament has more power, relative to the
Cabinet or Executive. This means more democra-
cy. This immediately curtails excessive powers of
the Pnme Mimster. | he pomt of revocaton 1 not
constant pettions and motions of revocation. T he
pomt 15 that elected people are constantly aware
theat they are revocable. '] s changes the balance
of forces. Revocation is already practiced in most
associanons and umons m Maurms, and has been
for generations —so the concept is well understood.
In the UK, there is the right of revocation of MPs
(“the nght of recall™) already.

We propose an enlarged Parbament of
21 four-member constituencies plus one MI? for
Chagos and one for Agalega, and 20 proportio-
nal representation MPs from a st m order from
amongst candidates in the Constituencies. '] his
means every elected person 1s hnked to a const-
tuency, and thus we avond the non-accountable
nature of some forms of proportional represen-
taton.”| hus also means the Pariament elected by
the people 15 stronger, m terms of relatve num-
brers, than the Executive. The number of Mimns-
ters could simultaneously be reduced to, say,
15, and PP3s done away with. 1hs new balance
of forces within the National Assembly will in-
crease democracy by curtailing the powers of the
Exeoutve, meluding those of the Ponme Minster,
while mereasing the power of the people.

M End Communal Classification

The four-member constituencies and the
20 PR wall allowy the communel Best Loser system
to be done away with, wathout fear of unintended

communal consequences.

Lalit has famously used passive resistance
methods for decades, drawing lots for a “com-
munty” to fill m on Nominaton Deay at general
elections, as a form of protest, while also bemg able
to field candidates. By our proposal, each elector
will get two ballots: one for electng 4 MPs (the
first four past-the-post get dected), and the other
to choose a party. PR, seats wall be allocated i the
order predetermuined by the Party, shapping those
already elected by the hrst-past-the-post dection.
“The legislaton can include a dause tupm'i_ntl-"R
nommatons actually overturmmg an dected mego-
rity, should there be one,

B Power to make nominations

We propose that Parhament, 1e. our elec-
ted representatives, get mmcreased powers,
relabve, in particular, to the Cabinet, Le.
the NMimsters, and the Prime Mimster. Hor
example, the executive’s proposals for nomina-
tions to positions of power should come before
a “Parliamentary Permanent Select Commit-
tee on Nominations™ (along the lines of Senate
Committees in the USA), filmed for the public
to follow the Hearings.

For takang on anyone m the avil service orin
para-statals for ordimary jobs, the State must put
up on the internet the qualifications required for
the job, the names, qualifications and consttuen-
cies of all applicants and of all actually appoin-
ted. Where there are many apphceants with equal
qualifications, a drawing of lots in public can
be organtzed.

M Other Permanent Select
Committees

On other questions, too, “Parbamentary Per-
manent Select Commuttees™ can be setup.These
can mcude: the emvronmeent, the land question,
housing, job creation, health, education, hinance
capital, ecconomic development. Again, this means
that clected MDPs get o have oversight on pro-
prammabc 1ssues that, untl now, the executive,
and m particular the Prme Mimster, runs much
like a monarchy would.

Any of these Permanent Select Committees
would then, as well as bemg public and broadeast
I, have the power to comvoke any person o or-
gantzation concerned, to give evidence. T has can
mclude evidence given under cath, as exasts m the
USA Senate and House Committees.

“1has way, we can see our MPs n action.

B Control Electoral Expenses

"The ks on election expenses must be tighte-
nied up, without m any way subjecting polincal par-
ties to burcaucratic controls, like the Registrar of
Asgooatons has, Hectoral over-spendmgz is a dan-
ger to democracy. The change necessary, to close
a loophole in the existing law, s for the onus to be
shifted on to the candidate to show that expenses
made m therr favour were not made by them.

M Conclusion

These are all proposals designed for the
people as a whole to have much more power
than we have today over Government Le. over
the Executive branch, which has become so do-
rmunant. [Tus power in the hands of people can
then also be ncreased by pobteal mobihzation
within our parties — the only real way to bring in
change. People who are not m parties working
towards more democracy should be encou-
raged to join one and become politically active.
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