LALIT

153b Main Rd, Grand River North West

Port Louis.

Tel/fax: 230-208-2132, 230-208-5551

email: lalmel@intnet.mu
30th September, 2002

Secretary,

……………………………………………………….

Dear Friends who have the future of Mauritius and the world at heart,

The Government is making a lot of noise about hosting the Africa Growth and Opportunities Act forum here in January, 2003. This Forum is the “opportunity” for capitalists in the U S A and in African countries (like South Africa and Mauritius) to get space for the “growth” of their capital to invade Africa. So, Bush will come with a whole pack of businessmen and profiteers to meet up with top political leaders from about 30 African countries to plan how to take more profit out of Africa. In particular, he wants to see the privatization of water, electricity, health services, prisons, etc so that they can be run for profit for the multinational corporations that have a heavy control over his party and his Government. He is also pressing for the elimination of Government agricultural subsidies in African countries.

The AGOA is a strange piece of extra-territorial legislation that directly colonizes Africa and, as you know, it represents neither “opportunity” nor “growth” to the people of Mauritius, Africa or even the US. In fact, its conditions represent a new threat, that of narrowing down policy options that the people have a democratic right to choose. It also entrenches the notoriously harmful conditionalities of the IMF, World Bank and WTO.

George W Bush is, as you know, coming to Mauritius personally. 

We hope that he doesn’t end up believing that the people of Mauritius support his policies.

To make sure he does not make this mistake, Lalit is thus writing to ask you if your organization could consider, in this context, taking an initiative and, as an organization, writing two letters: one to the Mauritian Government, one to the US Embassy or Government to express your disapproval of the conditions of the AGOA itself. We will ourselves be sending similar letters soon.

We also call on you, between now and the visit in January, to think of creative ways to protest (pacifically of course) against many of the other very damaging and dangerous US policies that Bush is responsible for. Most Americans oppose Bush’s politics, we must always remember, and his election itself is still contested in the US.

In Lalit, we are protesting against Bush’s politics on a number of points. Perhaps you could take up some of these, if they are part of your programme. Perhaps you have other points that you would prefer to oppose him on. Here is our first list of points on which we are opposing Bush’s policies -- social, economic, environmental, agricultural and military.

· We stand by all the trade unions that have opposed AGOA, its “logic” and conditions. And we will not forget to oppose the Jugnauth-Berenger Government for agreeing to these unjust US conditions.

· More generally we will be opposing the political-economy Bush stands for i.e. liberalism, which directly causes inequality and poverty and starvation, and which then, in turn, requires repression to maintain the unjust system in place – i.e. US-led globalization.

· We will take a stand against the US warmongering and wars. We will call for the US to halt its build-up to a military attack on Iraq. Everyone in the world is gradually learning that this bombardment aims at controlling the oil of the Iraq region, even at the price of the death of 500,000 Iraqi children, which Madeleine Albright ex-Secretary of State said was an acceptable price.

· We will be calling for closure of the US military base on Diego Garcia, and for the re-unification with Chagos and thus complete decolonization of Mauritius, and for the payment of reparations as claimed by the Groupe Refugiés Chagos in their statement of claim to the US Government and Corporations.

· We will be denouncing Bush’s rescinding of the Anti-Ballistic Missiles Treaty.

· We will be supporting all the world’s ecologists when we protest against the US refusal to sign up to the Kyoto Agreement. We will also protest against the dangers US capitalism and all capitalism represents to the environment in more general terms.

· Against the US for its arming, funding and condoning Israel’s military occupation and “apartheid-style” oppression of the people of Palestine. We will express our solidarity with the people of Palestine in the face of the US arming Israel.

· Against the US government’s continued practice of institutionalised racism, and its refusal of negotiating reparations for the damage done by slavery. This was clearly shown in the bush administration sabotage of the UN International Conference on Racism held in Durban last year.

· Against the US for its culture of incarceration with the highest rate in the world of imprisoning people, half of them for non-violent offenses, for its grotesquely repressive penal system, including jailing people for life for any three offenses in certain states; and for persistent racism in the judicial and penal systems.

· We are supporting the world-wide campaign, including that of Amnesty International, against the US for its recourse to the death penalty. In particular we oppose, as barbaric the continued execution of minors and mentally ill people and people arrested, charged and found guilty under the conditions of institutionalized racism. People now know how many people on death row (and doing life sentences) have been shown by new DNA testing to have been innocent all along. We will show our support for the Save Mumia Campaign. (As you know Abu Jamal Mumia, an innocent journalist, is on death row.)

· We oppose the US defining human beings in two categories: those of the United States whose lives are valuable and those of the rest of the world, whose lives are expendable.

· We oppose, in this context, the US refusal to sign up to the International Criminal Court, and to its absurd demand that US citizens not be able to be brought for trial before it for genocide. In particular, we denounce the pressure of the US to force other countries into bilateral agreements not to hand over US citizens accused of international crimes like genocide.

As you know, in LALIT, we are struggling for a new way of organizing society, and its politics, economy and democratic life. We know that you, too, would like a  better world for tomorrow.

We, therefore, call on you to add your voice to the opposition to the corporate interests and the State apparatus that Bush represents, and that represent a threat to the environment, peace, and social and economic justice. We will thus be joining the growing world movement against corporate globalization and war.

We are hoping to use Bush’s visit to Mauritius as an occasion to voice our protest. We hope you will contribute in your own way.

Ashok Subron

for LALIT

PS For any details on any of the points raised in this letter (e.g. extracts from the conditionalities of the AGOA), please just telephone us.

